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SOMETHING VERY FISHY
IS GOING ON....

More good news on the effort to improve the
fish population in Lake Eau Claire. After the past
two years of major spring floods, the DNR
reported that our fish population took a serious
hit in the number of large game fish in the lake.
To address this problem, last fall in early
October, our association began to add half-log
spawning structures to Lake Eau Claire. These
structures are often referred to as "fish cribs." But
if you have read previous articles | have written
on this subject, you know they are not the typical
square, chimney-like log constructions standing
upright about six to ten feet tall on the bottom of
a lake. Our "fish cribs" are about one foot off the
bottom and consist of two cement blocks with a
half-log about eight feet long strapped on top
of them. Pine branches are stuffed into the top
and bottom of the cement blocks. Fish seek to
spawn under wood like the logs we provide, and
the pine branches attract bugs and minnows
which provide a food source for the spawning
fish. A total of 86 half-log structures will have
been added to Lake Eau Claire. If this message
reaches you in time, please know we always
assemble between 8:30 and 9:00 AM at the
north boat landing. Bring a pair of heavy work
gloves. We will finish by lunch time. Previous
volunteers have said how good they feel about
rolling up their sleeves and actually doing
something to help our lake. Contact President
Fred Poss, 715.286.9413, if you have any
questions.

CHRISTMAS IS COMING!!

Don't forget to put Saturday,
January 5, on your calendar. That is
the date for our annual Lake Eau
Claire Holiday Dinner Party. All the
specific details of the party will be
coming to you in a newsletter
announcement nearer the holidays.
But save that date! The annual
holiday gathering is a great time to
reconnect with everyone in our lake
community. (And like last year, I
promise to make a very short
speech :)

Congratulations
To the Newly Elected
Board Members

Mike Harden
Phone: 715.835.0216
Email:mikeandnano@sbcglobal.net

Patricia McHugh
Phone: 715.835.0370
Email: mclibbey2@aol.com




Nature Notes
Waterfowl Issues

By: Mike Harden

Anyone who knows me is aware that | am an avid fan of birds. Birds of prey, waterfowl, songbirds, game birds; |
am fond of them all. Here on Lake Eau Claire, we are blessed with an abundant and widely varied avian fauna.
Our lake is home to a wide variety of water birds; herons, cormorants, kingfishers, gulls, cranes, and a large
number of ducks and geese. We are treated to migratory visits by pelicans, loons, grebes, swans, and others.
Normally, all of these species live in a healthy balance with we humans and the lake ecosystem. However,
sometimes the natural balance can be upset, and problems result. Such has become the case with our duck
and goose population.

I myself feed birds. Woodpeckers, finches, orioles, hummingbirds, grosbeaks and others all benefit from my
efforts from time to time. However, intensive feeding of wildlife of any kind can result in problems. It unnaturally
concentrates the animal in a smaller area, which results in a concentration of waste, and the pathogens that are
carried in that waste. Diseases such as avian cholera, duck plague, and avian botulism can occur in a bird
population when wastes build up to a high level.

According to the US Dept. of Agriculture, a canada goose defecates 3 or so times an hour, dropping a total of
about one and a half pounds of feces per day. A flock of 100 geese can add over a ton of feces to a lake
ecosystem each month.

Bird feces contain pathogens that can cause disease in humans as well. Such diseases are called zoonotic
diseases. Examples include giardiasis (beaver fever), which causes severe gastroenteritis, explosive diarrhea,
and bloody urine. Salmonella and cryptosporidium present in these feces can also cause intestinal disease if
accidentally ingested by swimmers. A fluke (flatworm) present in bird droppings, burrows into the skin and
causes swimmers itch. On land, goose, duck, or gull droppings can cause a disease called psittacosis, from
chlamydia bacteria in the feces that may be inhaled when the feces are stirred up during cleanup. Beaches at
Lake Altoona and Lake Eau Claire are occasionally closed due to high concentrations of E. Coli bacteria, also
found in bird waste.

Besides bacteria and viruses, the nutrients found in bird waste, particularly Phosphorus and Nitrogen,
contribute to severe algae blooms. A bloom is simply a population explosion of algae when conditions are right;
usually when the water is warm and nutrient levels are high. If that bloom involves cyanobacteria (also known
as blue-green algae), the condition may result in toxins being produced that affect the liver (hepatotoxins) or the
nervous system (neurotoxins). These toxins can cause disease and sometimes be fatal to dogs who ingest the
water, or they may cause illness in small children or in people with compromised immune systems. Some
studies have led scientists to speculate that exposure to cyanobacteria toxins may be a contributing factor in
the development of Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis (Lou Gehrig’s Disease).

So, | am of the opinion that it is imprudent, if not downright hazardous, to allow waterfowl to concentrate in
unnaturally high numbers over an extended period of time.

Many individual property owners have devised various methods to keep their numbers down. Municipalities
often allow special hunts to reduce numbers. Others have banned the feeding of waterfowl| altogether by
ordinance. This is not only an aesthetic issue, but an issue of public health that is only growing as hunter
numbers continue to decline, and waterfowl numbers (particularly Canada geese) continue to grow.



LAKE DISTRICT APPROVED!
by Fred Poss, President

By a vote of 21 Yes to 5 No, the Eau Claire County Board voted to approve the Lake District for Lake Eau Claire on
Tuesday, September 18. The fact that such a large majority of county board members voted to support the creation
of the lake district shows how strong the case is for our plan and for implementing the proposed partnerships which
will fund restoration and improvement of our lake. The vote demonstrates the 2012 Lake Management Plan
constructed by Dr. Rod Zika, our resident lake scientist, has sound science and careful budgeting. Anyone interested
in reading the fifty-plus page document can go to our lake association's website at www.lakeeauclaire.org.

Many local residents have been asking me about what is next and when will things start happening. I am very
pleased to report significant steps are already underway. The week of September 17 to the 23 Dr. Zika and myself
arranged for a DNR mapping specialist, Neil Trombly, to go with us into the upriver country east of the lake between
Skid Row landing and Troubled Waters bridge. While a map exists of that back country, it is not up-to-date because
every spring brings major changes from floods. A map as exact as possible is needed using GPS technology to
identify precise locations for the three proposed sand traps as well as mark back channels that are blocked with sand
and logjams. Our lake plan calls for removing the blocks and logjams in order to re-establish good river flow. If the
flow of the current can be restored, two important goals can be reached. First, fish spawning and wildlife habitat
upriver can be restored and renewed as fresh water can begin to reach into dead pockets upriver. Second, with
increased current, lake science tells us that the natural scouring effect of the river will begin to dig out the river
channel. Coupling the removal of blockages and the installation of sand traps with the natural benefits of an
increased current flow is how we can move forward with restoring and protecting Lake Eau Claire.

Other goals in the 2012 Lake Management Plan include installation of an aeration system in the deep west end of
the lake, installation of sand traps on Hay and Muskrat Creeks, the building and installation of more fish spawning
half-log structures (fish cribs), and the unblocking of the river channels east of Skid Row. I am organizing a group of
volunteers to add 16 more half-log structures on Saturday, September 29. Once the last load of these spawning cribs
are in that will bring the entire year's total to 86 structures. I wish to thank all the great volunteers who have come
forward from our association and from the Augusta Bass Club for their wonderful assistance in improving the fishing
in our lake.

The mapping project now underway should finish most of the travel part of the investigation by the end of
September. Hopefully, by that time the DNR office in Madison will have finished their review of a Variance for
Dredging which they required of us this summer. I wrote and sent off the latest draft of that variance request last
Tuesday with changes they required. Once we receive the go-ahead from DNR, the plan is to get contractors into the
sand trap sites, get their estimates, award bids, and if the weather cooperates before winter, we may even begin
initial heavy equipment work. However, as we have no control over the state agency approval times or over Mother
Nature, please know that we eagerly look forward to implementing the Lake Management Plan as soon as possible.

I also want to take a little time to speak to two specific groups of people. First, as President, I want to take this
space to sincerely thank so many association members who have volunteered to assist with the political effort
necessary for the vote to pass. In the years ahead, all of you will be able to look back on your contributions of time
and effort and be able to know you were an integral part of restoring Lake Eau Claire. Of course, as President, I also
need to speak to those who opposed the formation of the lake district. And just as I said at the county board vote, I
promise here in writing to continue to listen to all concerns you have and do my best to reach consensus and
agreement. To that end, this coming Wednesday I am attending a meeting of the Eau Claire County Land
Conservation Commission. On the agenda for that meeting are two major points. One will be discussion and potential
action on county lake rehabilitation funds of about $50,000 for our lake. Two, the proposed county-wide conservation
fee, part of which could be used each year to reduce the mill rate tax on lake residents, is also up for discussion and
possible action. With continuing focus on finding funds to reduce resident costs and using scientific means to
determine where and when to start removing sand, I believe we now have a much brighter picture for the future of
our lovely lake.




Hide Away Bar
County Road ND
Lake Eau Claire
Food - Spirits - Beer

Serving Breakfast on
weekends from 8 A.M. - Noon.

Open 365 days a year!
Saturday - Sunday - open 8 AM.
Monday - Friday open 10 A.M. Spaghetti Mondays, Taco Tuesdays, Friday

! (715) 286-5290 Fish and Ribs. !

C&G's ‘

715.286.2794

OFFICE

715.579.8525

MOBILE

DIC KINS EN 715.286.4424

RELA LY Hinai

Augusta, WI 54722

Dean Place

BROKER dickinsenins@centurytel.net
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Alternative
Resource
Management, LLC
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Energy Conservation
Services Michael D. Lea
E21680 Hwy. SD
Augusta, WI 54722
armlea @centurytel.net

(715) 286-5413
Cell (715) 225-8768
Fax (715) 286-2531
Home Performance Testing
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VALUATION SPECIALISTS
FULL SERVICE APPRAISAL FIRM

Jeffrey D. White, ASA
Certified General Appraiser
3940 Oakwood Hills Parkway, Ste. 2, Eau Claire, WI 54701

Office: 715-834-8210/800-449-6700
Fax: 715-838-8464
Email: jeff@valuationspecialists.com
Web Site: www.valuationspecialists.com

Walters
' Buildings

Commercial, Suburban, Agricultural

Robin Walsh

VP Operations - West
E18745 County Road R = Augusta, W1 54722

800-225-2591 = Fax: 715-286-5096
Cell: 715-797-0947= Email: rwalsh@waltersbuildings.com
www.waltersbuildings.com
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The First in synthelics o
SINCE 1972

BILL LEBARRON

AMSOIL DEALER

Bill’s Welding & Repair
S6570 Hwy 27

Augusta, WI 54722
(715) 286-5529

The Beavers are the BEST!
Belly up to

Buddha's!

: Leann & Mitch Balliett, owners
:_; (715) 286-2654 - Augusta
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Ron & Ginger Wilkinson

715-286-2495
SHillCamp@aol.com

E21100 ND Road
Across the road from Lake Eau Claire Augusta, WI 54722




THE WOOD SHED
~Home of the Amish~

L in

10,000 Sq. Ft. of Beautiful Amish Woodwork & Folk Art
105 W. Lincoln St.- Highway 12 East
Augusta, WI 54722
715-286-5404

Augusta True Value Hardware

Locally Owned and Operated for 25 Years
Tools, Construction Equipment, Trucks, Trailers
Party Rentals — Tents, Tables, Wedding
& family gathering needs.

128 W. Lincoln St. Augusta, WI 715-286-2217

Truelabue.

START RIGHT. START HERE- (ff]

KM Lanoscapine

* PONDS / PONDLESS WATERFALL! Locaten ot
S 631 EAST MADISON STREET

* RETAINING WALLS

* PAVER PATIOS & SIDEWALKS EAU CLAIRE, WI 54703
+ DECORATIVE ROCK & MULCH

* TREES & SHRUBS 715-829-1799 Ken » 715-839-8499 Office
+ SPRINKLER SYSTEMS

S BLACK DI 715-829-1699 Matt  715-839-0383 Fax
+ PROFESSIONAL LANDSCAPE DESIGN  kKmlandscaping @sbcglobal.net

Marine Plus, Inc.
“Committed to Quality & Service!”

| WERCURY

BOAT. 1 On The Water

Ph: 715-382-4847
o .marineplus@centurytel.net

8877 County Highway K
Cadott, Wi 54727

> FI O

Augusta Bakery A I
Specializing in Scratch Baking \#\M%
Retail and Wholesale L&

Buns

Breads 144 W Lincoln St.
Cakes & Wedding Cakes P.0. Box 193
Doughnuts Augusta, WI 54722
Muffins Phone: 715-286-4700
Pastries Email:

Pies

augustabakery@yahoo.com
Coffee Cakes Y y@y

Fresh Take & Bake Pizza John and Wendy Deering

MAUG CLEANING SERVICE
Specializing in New Construction
Commercial and Residential Cleaning

Travis Maug
Osseo, Wisconsin 54758
(715) 533-1957

Two Decades of
Experience

Riverside Junction

RiversideJunction.com

TP 715-456-2434

i i B 2
Highway 27 at the Eau Riverside@Bluebuzz net
Claire River Bridge North Open - 9 AM-5PM,

of Augusta, Wi

evenings by arrangement

Renting: Canoes—Kayaks
Wine and Cheese Shop

A BEAUTIFUL DAY, NOTHING TO DO? CANOE-CANOE
-CANOE!




BLACK BEAR SUPPER CLUB

§ “Where friends meet f
grea?;ioréegnj Z;;eks’?r TU ._ ER’S CAF E & CATERIN G
Open at 4 p.m. Catering For All Occasions |
123A Lincoln St.

Augusta, WI 54722

| S5450 Hwy 27
% Located 5 miles North
& of Augusta

" (715)-286-2687

Contact: Tugger Francel
h Owner
*.Bus: 715-286-5168

53320201

Walters
' Buildings

Commercial, Suburban, Agricultural

Robin Walsh
WOOdland Count':y Store Woperations_w?ltensc Road R = Augusta, WI 54722
oun 0a e usta,
S5340 State Road 27 (715) 286-2112 800-2253591 * Fax: 7195-286-5096
Augusta, WI 54722 (715) 286-5183 Fax Cell: 715797-0947+ Email: rwalsh@waltersbuildings.com
Liza & John Lone — Owner = www.waltersbuildings.com |I

Lake Association Officers

President - Fred Poss S5270 SD Lane Augusta 54722 715.286.9413
fredposs@gmail.com

Vice-President - Vicki Reed E 19605 Cty. Rd. ND Augusta 54722 715.286.2040
reedvf@uwec.edu

Secretary - Mary Schutz E20350 Greens Landing Rd Augusta 54722 715.286.5583
m.schutz@centurytel.net

Treasurer - Dean Boehne 512 5th Ave. N Strum 54770 715.695.3131
dcbost@triwest.net

Membership Mailing - Lori Bechtel N8043 980th St. River Falls 54022 715.426.5655
Ibechtel@comcast.net




| Augusta Meats & Catering, LLC

825 Industrial Dr. Augusta, WI 54722
Phone: 715-286-2920 Fax: 715-286-2925

Services: s BT
Lawn Care e Irrigation

- Caterin, - Slaughterin; !
- Fresh nfeat/cheese counter - Butcgh:zingg Landscaping
- Daily lunch specials - Processing
Office 715-514-1409
Fax 715-514-0425

“We strive to provide quality services at a reasonable price.”

office@premiumlawnservice.com
Hours: Monday - Friday 8 am - 6 pm, Saturday 9 am - 2 pm P A

www.premiumlawnservice.com

.hrllgrtz;ag(ieel.?)an Consultant %Eﬁ § @é@

Specializing in 100% Financing SALOON & CAMPGROUN D

Office: 715-286-4250 \__’_,__\
OWNERS: DEB & JIM PEPIN ’

Cell: 920-202-1533 v .
Fax: 715-286-4260 e e e
Email: TeriRies@gsf-mortgage.com %" 72 PO BOX 273
AUGUSTA, WI
745.286.5050 ¢ 715-286-2378 ° 877.264.86418

www.gsf-mortgage.com
trailsedgesaloon@yahoo.com

“I value your business and
Follow us on Facebook

will earn your referrals.”

TRAVIS

/ \\ o SUBVEILLANGE CAMERAS
BURGLARY INTRUSION
E LE CTRIC r :II:II;:SIE SARETY ALARMS
RESIDENTIAL® COMMERCIAL* FARM ; SECURITY SOLUTIONS, 1LC ACGESS CONTRAL
INTEGRATED SEGURITY
\?V?ELE EaMle. OWNER Jon Yule, Owner MANAGEMENT SYSTENS
ERIRIED 3610 Mall Drive, Eau Claire, WI 54701 (UL LISTED ENTRAL
715.833.2096, ext 401
PHONE  (715) 286-2007 E19413 LIVERMORE RD. FAX: 715.833.19;9 STATION SERHIGE
CELL (715) 797-2135 AUGUSTA, WI 54722 eMaAL: JYule@InvisibleInc.com
FAx (715) 286-4505

The Strength of Community THE BADGER CRAFTSMAN
| , b !ITY HOME REMODELING
ADDITIONS & REPAIRS
BANI< DECKS AND PROJECTS

~ DouG JACOBS
(715) 286-2156

Augusta 715-286-2223 | Fall Creek 715-877-2311
www.unitybanking.com | Member FDIC
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Augusta, WI 54722-0229 54729

Permit No. 14

Application For Membership or Renewal of Membership
Return form to: Lake Eau Claire Association
P.0.Box 229
Augusta, WI 54722-0229

Name :

Address:

Email Address

Lake Eau Claire Fire #

Payment dues for one year: $20.00
Fireworks Donation $
Lake Rehab Donation $

Where would you like to see our Lake Eau Claire Association concentrate it's efforts for
2012/2013

Please pay dues with this statement if you have not done so already.




