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PRESIDENT’S NOTE 
By Lori Bechtel

 
It seems that we jumped right to Summer these past couple of 
weeks. The weather has been hot but we’ve had some really 
beautiful days. I’m happy to say that we had very good 
weather for the Memorial Day weekend, which doesn’t happen 
often.  It has been really nice running into people around the 
area that we don’t see over the long winter months.  
 
As summer moves along and folks return to their cabins, I 
thought it might be helpful to remind everyone of a few things 
you can do to help us keep the water clear on the lake: 
 

 Use lawn fertilizers only when truly necessary 
 Prevent yard debris from washing into storm drains 
 Plant and maintain vegetative buffers along shorelines 

 
Other things happening with Friends of Lake Eau Claire is that 
our annual fundraisers are well underway and you will see 
them all mentioned throughout this newsletter. Please support 
these efforts! 
 
One of our biggest fundraisers is our Sponsorship program. 
The logos located throughout this newsletter are the sponsors 
from the past 12 months. We thank them for their past year 
support. I’m happy to report that 52% of them have already 
renewed their sponsorship for the next 12 months. We are so 
grateful for the support these businesses give us. Please 
patronize them! If you know of a business that would be 
interested in some excellent advertising opportunities, have 
them reach out to me directly! 
 
As always, I thank you all for your ongoing support of our 
beautiful lake! Knowing that it will be around and beautiful for 
many, many generations to come is what keeps me motivated. 
Please enjoy your summer and I hope to see you around the 
lake.   



 
Now Recruiting! Are you interested in being a 2023-2024 Sponsor? 

 
 

 
 
 

Each year, the Friends of Lake Eau Claire is fortunate to have sponsorship from local and regional businesses 
and individuals.  Our 2023-2024 sponsors can choose to be a Muskie, Northern, or Walleye sponsor: with each 
level offering different advertising opportunities.  As an example, Muskie Sponsorship includes:  

 Annual Golf Outing sponsor recognition on 1 hole 

 Newsletter ads equal to ¼ page (our sponsors will be featured in our newsletters for 12 months) 

 Recognition on our website as a Muskie sponsor with a link to your website for one full year 

 Logo displayed on large sponsor banner at The Woodland Store which is located next to Lake 
Eau Claire 

 Annually featured on our Facebook page as a Muskie sponsor  

 Logo displayed on our 2024 calendar raffle. 

 Cross promotion opportunities between your website/social media site through the year 

 Annual picnic (August) – 2 entries  

Along with the benefits listed, we also work with our sponsors to help cross promote events through our 
Facebook page, which is great way to grow Facebook followers and generate interest in events!   

 

Sponsorship will run from June 1, 2023 – May 31, 2024.  Consider becoming 
a 2022 sponsor today…it’s quick & easy!  

 Simply go to https://www.memberplanet.com/s/lakeeauclaireassociation/sponsorship or complete the form at 
end of the newsletter and mail it back with your payment.   Questions about becoming a sponsor, send an email 
to LakeEauClaireAssociation@gmail.com.   

 

                 



 

Thank you to the businesses below that have already committed or 
renewed their sponsorship for the 2023-2024 sponsorship year. Please 

show your support by patronizing these businesses! 
Muskie Sponsors ($300+) 

Bush's Bean, Augusta  Apex Insurance, Augusta & Alma Center 
Air Diffusion Systems, Illinois  Hello Adorn , Eau Claire 
Sandy Hill Campground, Augusta  WHTL Radio, Whitehall 
Ries Custom Homes, Augusta  Lakes Gas, Eau Claire 
Lake Eau Claire Fisheree  Augusta Feed Mill, Augusta 
Zimmerman Justice  Lance's Fresh Market, Augusta & Osseo 
HomeCarePlus, Cottage Grove, MN  Schuman Cheese, Fall Creek 
VFW - Cottage Grove, MN  Park Ridge Distributing, Eau Claire 
Edina Realty, Courtney Kneifl  Al Berry & Sons Trucking 
VFW Auxiliary - Cottage Grove, MN  Astrea High Speed Internet, Augusta 
K&M Landscaping, Eau Claire  Midwest Select Insurance Group 
The Woodland, Augusta      

Northern Sponsors ($200)  Walleye Sponsors ($100) 
Unity Bank, Augusta Harvest Moon Pub & Eatery, Augusta 

Co-Op Credit Union, Fall Creek 

  A&D Docks, Cornell 

  Eau Claire Electric, Eau Claire 

 
THANK YOU TO THREE BRAND NEW MUSKIE SPONSORS! 

                                     

 



 
Lake Eau Claire Boat Landings 

 
The Parks & Forest Department with Eau Claire County is/was aware of Lake Eau Claire’s boat landing issues prior to 
spring.  We are excited to announce that the county did some repair work in early May.  They coordinated having the 
highway department fix the slabs and also patch the approaches.  They are not sure if this will be a 
permanent/temporary fix or not, but hopefully it will make things easier and safer for boaters.  There are some larger 
renovations planned on the lake’s landings planned in the near future. 
 
The Parks & Forest Department has applied for a recreational boating grant to fix the North landing on a permanent 
basis.  The grant application will be evaluated in July and if awarded, they will plan on fixing that landing later this 
fall.  The South landing will be budgeted for a major renovation in 2024.  They are hoping to get some money through 
the capital budget process and possibly another recreational boating grant to help with the funding.   
 
If you feel like this would be a good project and one that you and others could support, please help voice your opinion 
when the county budget hearings come up later this summer.  The more community support for these projects the 
better! 

 
 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Hey, boaters! 
 
Parts of Wisconsin ended a desert-like May with 
next to no rain. That means some rivers and lakes 
have low water levels. Lower water levels change 
boating conditions, making it even more 
important to be aware of your surroundings and 
why you should always wear your life jacket. 
 
Keep your speed down and maintain a lookout. 
The low levels can make docking at a fixed pier 
difficult, if not impossible. The levels also can 
reveal more sandbars, which may look solid but are always forming or dissolving with the 
current. It also can be possible to run any watercraft aground in an area normally 
considered safe for travel. Rains or a dam release can change conditions suddenly for the 
boater. 
 
Be prepared for the unexpected. That includes things you can’t see beneath or at the 
water's surface, like floating debris and shifting rocks. Check the weather forecast and 
conditions before your outing, such as with outfitters or fishing clubs for local water 
levels. 
 

 



 
 

2023 ANNUAL PICNIC 
Our annual picnic will coincide with the annual Lake District meeting. We really hope to see 

you there! 

WHAT: Lake Eau Claire District Meeting starting at 2:00pm followed by the Lake Association Social, Picnic & 
Annual Meeting 

WHERE: The Pavilion at the County Park on SD (clubhouse is under renovations) 

WHEN: Saturday, August 19th –  

 2:00PM Lake District Annual Meeting 

 Social time – Immediately following district meeting (approx. 3pm) 

 Picnic Dinner – 5:00 pm 

 Lake Association Annual Meeting 

COST: TBD Adults $12-$15 and Kids eat free 

RESERVATIONS: None needed. 

MENU: Summer Picnic Meal being catered by Tugger’s Brian’s & Trisha’s Café & Catering 

Give a Hoot, Don’t Pollute 
 

The winter months were rough on our beautiful lake roads with a lot of garbage showing up along the way. 
Over the past several weeks, we’ve had a number of lake residents walk our roadsides and pick up litter along 
the way. This is a friendly reminder to not throw your trash on the side of road, take it home and properly 
dispose of it. If you are out and about walking the roads, take a garbage bag with you and a pair of gloves and 
help us keep the roadside clear of trash.   
 

        
 

 



ROOFS AND GUTTERS 
should be free of leaf and 
needle debris and have no 
overhanging branches

DECKS should be kept free 
of debris on, under, and 5 
feet around

OUTBUILDINGS should be 
at least 30 feet away from 

the home

FIREWOOD AND  
PROPANE TANKS 

should be at 
least 30 feet 

from the home 
and cleared of  

flammables
FIRE NUMBER SIGNS 

should be visible from 
both directions  of travel

5 FEET AROUND 
YOUR HOME 
should be kept 
free of anything 
that can burn, 
including plants 
and mulch

TREES AND SHRUBS: Limit the number of 
evergreens within 30 feet of your home and 
leave space between the crowns of the trees

   Ensure driveway has adequate 
 height and width 

    from vegetation 
       for large 
     emergency   
             vehicles 14 feet minimum*

CLEARANCE

This project was funded by a grant from the USDA Forest Service. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.



Membership Mailing 

If you haven’t had a chance to renew your 2023 
membership to the Friends of Lake Eau Claire 
organization, be on the lookout for a membership 
mailing. If you want to beat the rush, send in your $25 
membership fee now using the form at the end of this 

newsletter or use this link to renew: 
https://www.memberplanet.com/lakeeauclaireassociation 

Thank you for your support!  

 
4th of July Celebration 

 
Mark your calendars! 

The fireworks over Lake Eau Claire will be 
held at dusk on Tuesday, July 4th.  

 
We are now accepting donations for the 2024 fireworks 
show. Remember, the fireworks show is 100% funded by 
donations our members make.  
 
Please consider making a donation to the Lake Eau 

Claire Association Fireworks Fund and then join us for a great show.  Also encourage Friends and Family who 
attend our annual fireworks show to consider a donation as well!         
 

Donate today at:  https://www.memberplanet.com/campaign/lakeeauclaireassociation/fireworks2024 
 
 

Boat Parade Reminder! 
 
Ahoy, all you Lake Eau Claire scallywags, buccaneers and mariners!  Come join the 35th Annual 
Lake Eau Claire Boat Parade 
 

When: Tuesday July 4th, 4 pm 
Where: The Fresh Water High Seas of Lake Eau Claire. 
 

Rrrrrr! It starts – where else – at Pirates Island, the one closest to the south shore boat 
landing.  It ends there too!  We’ve got to give away the awards and booty.  And there’ll be plenty of grog and 
refreshments to enjoy while you’re getting your awards. 
 

There are 2 divisions:  yer Schooners, I mean yer boats – and yer Frigates –  I mean yer pontoons.   And there’s a 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd place in both divisions.  Make your LEC neighbors green with envy when you win a handsome first place plaque – 
there’s one for each division – and it’ll give you bragging rights for years to come. 
 
All winners get winners Proclamation, scrawled by hand by one of your favorite LEC pirates.  Properly displayed, you and 
your descendants can boast! Last year, we had 16 pontoons, and 4 boats turn out.  But there’s a whole lot more 
seaworthy craft riding the fresh water high seas.  Let’s turn out more this year.  After all, it’s more fun to win than 
watch.   
 
Rrrrr! Strike your jib and hoist your main sail and we’ll see you on the 4th.  Rum tee, Bucket tee! For more information, 
call Chris Nelson (Capt. Howell Davis) @ 715.497.9939 or Mike O’Connor (Capt. Blackbeard) @ 715.577.2269. 



                                                       

 
Friends of Lake Eau Claire Board of Directors 

 
Did you know that the Friends of Lake Eau Claire board is made up of 12-15 directors from the surrounding lake and 
local community? We thought it might be nice to introduce you to our board of directors over the course of the year in 
our newsletters. Each newsletter will feature some of our directors. Currently we have 13 directors. We appreciate all of 
the time and effort each director puts into different aspects of the managing of our association. A lot of the work that is 
done goes unseen but can be quite substantial. We thank them all for their efforts! 
 
Al Hendricks – My name is Al Hendricks.  I purchased my home on Lake Eau Claire in November 2012.  My property is on 
the South end of the lake on ND Lane.   I have been a member of the lake association soon after buying my property.  I 
was elected to serve on the board of directors in 2018. Lake Eau Claire is a wonderful place to enjoy the outdoors and all 
of the activities it brings.  Our goal for Lake Eau Claire is to provide everyone with an opportunity to enjoy what the lake 
has to offer, from boating to fishing, to just a relaxing day.  We try and provide the best solutions to a variety of 
obstacles.  Please feel free to reach out to any board member if there are specific things you do not feel are being 
addressed.   
 
Cathy Lea - My name is Cathy Lea (rhymes with sea) and I have been a member of the Friends of Lake Eau Claire Board 
for the past 6 years. My husband (Mike) and I built our home 30 years ago on the south side of the lake, shortly after 
spending nearly our whole wedding budget on the purchase of our land. It seemed like a wise investment, and the 
marriage worked out too.  We raised two children here and continue to enjoy being on the water in all seasons. You will 
often find us in our kayaks, in our fishing boat, on our cross-country skis, or sitting on a bucket on the ice. When I’m not 
on the lake, you might find me out in my garden, traveling, skiing, or hiking. I enjoy serving as a board member because 
of the passion and enthusiasm others bring to the work.  I’m up for reelection this year, so I hope to get your vote! 
 

 
 

New Historical Marker - UPDATE 
 
It has taken almost three years, but the State Historical Marker for the Eau Claire River Dam at the 
county park on SD is finally here! The sign is at the county shop, and we are just waiting on the 
installation timeframe.  
 
Again, we would like to say thank you to all of our generous donors and for everyone’s interest.  
in completing this project. Having two Wisconsin Historical Markers within a mile of each other  
is a testament to our local heritage. 
 
 

 
Boat Parade –4:00 pm July 4, 2023 
Fireworks over Lake Eau Claire –July 4, 2023 
Golf Outing – Saturday, July 15, 2023 
Calendar Winner Drawings – start August 1st.  
Lake District Annual Meeting – 2:00 pm Saturday, August 19, 2023 
Friends of Lake Eau Claire Annual Meeting & Picnic – Immediately following Lake 
District meeting Saturday, August 19, 2023 



 

                 

                                                     

KEEP TROUT FISHING SIMPLE 

By Fred Poss 

 
I haven't written about trout fishing in other newsletters because almost everyone immediately thinks of fishing Lake 
Eau Claire for its walleye, muskie and bass. But our area contains some great trout streams, too...like the Buffalo River, 
for example. And if fishing for trout is a budding interest, here is a way to get started...simply. 
 
For most situations a fly rod works best, even if you are just swinging a chunk of nightcrawler and a sinker or two. A fly 
rod 8 to 9 feet in length, in a 4 or 5 weight category, paired with a 3X to 5X leader (tippet) is a great starter outfit. When 
it comes to fly lines, if you are just learning, a double taper line is practical as it can be reversed on the spool to last twice 
as long and should be easy to cast. 
 
I could write many articles about specific flies to use in this area, but to keep things simple I recommend some kind of 
ant, mayfly, mosquito, and nymph. My favorites include a muskrat's regret nymph (made out of muskrat hair), a royal 
coachman, a black ant, and some kind of grey or black-looking mosquito in sizes 10 to 16 should get you off to a good 
start. 
 
For more information or to book a fishing trip contact Fisherman Fred's Guide Service @ fredposs@gmail.com 

                                                  
 

             

                                                
 



       
 

Lake District Update – Sugar’s Landing Upgrades and High Water 
Mike Lea - District Chairman 

 
Five weeks of sustained high water put last winter’s dredging and sedimentation traps to the test. Fortunately, ongoing 
trap maintenance kept the worst of the sediment out of the main body of Lake Eau Claire once again. Small watercraft 
can now generally navigate from the Eagle’s Nest to Troubled Water’s bridge, and up Muskrat Creek. At Hay Creek, the 
delta is mostly clear, and you can navigate into the bay.  You might even pick up a small walleye or two in the weed 
beds. For those looking to navigate up the eastern section of the Eau Claire River, the sand delta at Skid Row remains an 
obstacle, although careful navigation along the shoreline can get you almost to the Skid Row Boat Landing. We plan to 
tackle that this winter. The Eau Claire County Parks and Forest Department also has long range plans for upgrades at all 
three public boat landings (Northside, Southside, and Skid Row) in the coming years.  
Mark your calendars now for The Lake Eau Claire Rehabilitation District Annual Meeting Saturday, August 19, 2023, at 
2pm. This year the meeting will be conducted at the Pavilion at Lake Eau Claire County Park on Highway SD and free 
parking passes will be provided for attendees. The clubhouse is undergoing renovation and reconstruction, so we will 
conduct the District meeting at the Pavilion, which will be followed by the Friends of Lake Eau Claire Summer Picnic. This 
meeting provides important updates on the work that was completed in the last year, planned interventions for the 
upcoming year, and gives members an opportunity to vote on the mill rate and other important decisions for the 
District. This is a great way to meet your neighbors and friends who support our lake. More details about the agenda for 
the District meeting will arrive via mail and email. We hope to see you there.   
Sugar’s Landing needed additional tidying and repair after the Hay Creek dredging project. With help from Willie 
Thomas, a local contractor, the landing looks better than ever. Willie spent several days scraping mud off the road and 
reshaping the landing. He brought in gravel, planted grass, and continues to visit regularly to ensure the landing area is 
stable. One concern is that with the new popularity, vehicles are parked in the turn-around area that is designated for 
launching a boat. Please do not park in the loop area of Sugar’s Landing as this area needs to remain clear to pull around 
to launch a boat.  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



Annual Golf Event!  
  
Make plans to join us at the 2023 Friends of Lake Eau Claire 9th Annual Golf 
Outing on Saturday, July 15th at Hickory Hills Golf Course in Eau Claire. The 
tournament is an 18-hole scramble.  Contact Leann Balliett by call or text 
with your team’s names at 715-286-4111. Spots are filling up fast so 
don’t miss out, get your team registered today! 
 
 

 

  
 

Friends of Lake Eau Claire 

2024 Calendar Raffle –Now Available! 

 
Can you help us sell calendars?  We need 200 people that are willing to sell only 10 calendars!  If you are able 
to help, please stop by The Woodland to pick up some calendars or contact Lori at (612) 991-8331 or 
lbechtel@comcast.net to arrange a drop off. This is our biggest fundraiser of the year! 
 

If you are interested in purchasing a few, many local businesses will be selling them soon! 
 
 
 

 
 

 



Friends of Lake Eau Claire
Calendar Raffle 2023

* License No. R0016768-A-64073
* All proceeds go to The Lake Eau Claire Association 
	 (PO	Box	229,	Augusta,	WI	54722),	a	non-profit	 
 organization dedicated to protecting and improving 
	 the	water	quality	and	fishery	of	Lake	Eau	Claire.
* Need not be present to win.

$10.00 each
* Drawings will be held daily at The Woodland,  
 S5340 State Hwy 27, Augusta, WI 54722 at 10:00 am
*	 Winners	will	be	notified	by	mail.
* Winning names will be posted daily on our Facebook page. 
* Winning names go back into the drawings.
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Thank You to our
2022 Sponsors:

• Bush’s Bean, Augusta
•	Air	Diffusion	Systems,	Illinois

• Al Berry & Sons Trucking, Augusta
• The Woodland, Augusta

• Ries Custom Homes, Augusta
• Lake Eau Claire Fisheree, Augusta
• Park Ridge Distributing, Eau Claire

• Tim Nelson Realty, Eau Claire
• Hello Adorn Jewelry, Eau Claire

• Mike’s Buckhorn, Augusta
• Alternative Resource Mgmnt, Eau Claire

• BelleVinez Winery, River Falls
• Sandy Hill Campground, Augusta

• Shilka Flooring, Augusta
• Club’s Choice Fundraising, Eau Claire

• K&M Landscaping, Eau Claire
• MRS Machining, Augusta

• Schuman Cheese, Fall Creek
• Remax-Julie Brown, Eau Claire

• Lakes Gas, Eau Claire
• Augusta Feed Service, Augusta

• Maug Cleaning Service, Eau Claire
• HomeCarePlus, Cottage Grove, MN

• Stensen Excavating, Augusta
• Astrea Internet, Augusta

• VFW Post 8752, Cottage Grove, MN
• WHTL Radio, Whitehall

• Apex Insurance, Augusta
• American Waterworks, Augusta 
• Lance’s Fresh Market, Augusta

• Cleghorn Keg, Cleghorn
• Foster Bar, Foster

• Roger & Carroll Carlson, Augusta
• Travis & Amy Quella, Augusta

Please patronize
these businesses!

AUGUST 2023

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

30 31
$100

Friends of Lake Eau Claire Calendar Raffle 2023



                   
 

                         
 

                  

 
 
 

Are you up for a Challenge?!?!  

 
As a non-profit organization, we are membership driven and rely on those who love Lake 
Eau Claire to make our lake better!  We know there are many who use Lake Eau Claire 
for various reasons and we believe they would benefit from becoming members!  So, our 
challenge to you… recruit at least one new member to join the Friends of Lake Eau 
Claire.    

 
Think of family, friends, fishing buddy, hunting partner or anyone who’s interested in helping join our efforts to 
continually improve Lake Eau Claire!  Everyone is welcome, you don’t need to own a property on the lake to be a 
member!!  Join today:  https://www.memberplanet.com/lakeeauclaireassociation 

 



  



 
Membership for the Friends of Lake Eau Claire is only $25 per year. As you can 
imagine, the Lake Association has many expenses during the year. Your 
membership fee helps pay for things like equipment repairs, website hosting and 
maintenance, postage and other mailing expenses, newsletter printing, and a host of 
other things. The dues received are put to good use and spent very wisely. In 
addition to all that the Lake Association provides today; Friends of Lake Eau Claire 

members will now have the opportunity to be enrolled in a texting service that we can utilize during emergency 
situations.  Given the flooding that occurs often, we believe we need multiple options for notifying people of 
emergency situations and important announcements. This service will ONLY be available to members who are 
up to date on their membership dues. You can renew your membership or join today by going to the following 
link, https://www.memberplanet.com/lakeeauclaireassociation, click the “Join our group” button and fill out the 
form to “Create an account”. You can also join by mailing your payment to: Lake Eau Claire Association, PO 
Box 229, Augusta, WI 54722. 

 
Lake Eau Claire Membership Dues Renewal/Application 

Name:     
Street Address:     
City, State, Zip:     
Email:     
Phone:     
Annual Membership Dues: circle one 
     One Year         $ 25.00                     Three Years     $ 75.00 
    Two Years        $ 50.00                      Four Years       $100.00 
                                                                                                                   
Additional Donation: 
  Fireworks                      $ 
  Lake Rehab                   $ 
  Other Donation             $                                              
 Total                                $             

 
Note:  Donations to the LECA are tax deductible. 

 
 

Payment options: 
Member Planet Online Payment Options: 
Memberships: You can renew your membership or join today by going to the following link, 
https://www.memberplanet.com/lakeeauclaireassociation, click the “Join our group” button and fill out the form to “Create 
an account”.  
Donations: https://www.memberplanet.com/campaign/lakeeauclaireassociation/donations 
 
Mail completed form with check made out to Lake Eau Claire Association to the following address: 
Lake Eau Claire Association 
Attn:  Jill Weisenbeck 
PO Box 229 
Augusta, Wisconsin 54722 – 0229 

 

                                                           

 



 
Thank You Northern Level ($200) Sponsors!  

 
 

 
 
 

 
Thank You Walleye Level ($100) Sponsors!  
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