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 FISHIES IN THE BUSHES 
  

Lake Eau Claire literally took a real plunge on 
Saturday, October 29. In fact, the lake took twenty 
plunges. That is because about two dozen 
volunteers turned out at the north side boat 
landing bright and early to help construct, load 
onto a pontoon, and sink twenty new fish 
spawning shelters  in our fine lake. The 
shelters can be generally thought of as a type of 
fish crib. However, that is far from what they 
actually look like and how they perform. The 
typical fish crib is a tall rectangle made out of 
wooden logs with brush stuffed  into the middle. 
These tall structures are weighted on four ends 
and dumped into deep parts of a lake. Our fish 
"spawning shelters" look more like the letter I with 
a log across the top and bottom running 
horizontally to the I. How they are made begins 
with two heavy blocks of concrete which have a 
eight to ten foot half-log connected to them with 
heavy-duty plastic connectors. That makes the I. 
Then on the top and  bottom ends long tree 
boughs are stuffed into the holes in the concrete 
blocks running left and right away from the I. The 
same is done for  the bottom of the shelter. 
Various woods have been used to see which 
works best. The shelters are then lifted onto a 
pontoon, carried to a site, and slid down into 
place. The property owner has to give us written 
consent (so contact me if next spring you would 
like to add your name to the list). Dr. Rod Zika 
then takes a GPS reading on precisely where the 
spawning shelter is so we can check it each year 
to see if it still in one piece. Fish, especially bass, 
love to get under wood to spawn. There is about a 
foot or more of space between the half log and the 
lake bottom to provide for this, and the tree 
boughs attract phytoplankton and minnows. We 
hope to do  another twenty or more shelters 

this spring and possibly next fall if we have 
enough volunteers and a few  donations. Your 
Lake Association at work for you! 
  

 

Lake Eau Claire Christmas Party 
Black Bear Supper Club  

January 7, 2012 
 

Itôs party time again!  Here are the 
details for our annual lake association 
Christmas party. This is a great time to 
hook up with old friends as well as make 
some new ones here around our lovely 
Lake Eau Claire. 
 As your new association president, I am 
really looking forward to the opportunity to 
introduce myself and listen to your 
concerns. Our association board has 
endorsed the new 2012 Lake Eau Claire 
Plan. 
 Here is an excellent chance to visit with 
our board members and me to learn more 
about it. 
 
Banquet Menu Choices: 
 Broasted Chicken or BBQ Ribs or 
Tenderloin Tips or Cod (Fried or Broiled) 
        A Salad Buffet 
        Veggies, Potatoes, Gravy 
        Dressing 
        Rolls and Coffee 
Time: Social hour at 5:00 p.m., serving at 
6:15 p.m. 
Cost: $17.50 per person 
Reservations: Please contact Ron 
Wilkinson at 715.286.2495 
 
President Fred Poss 
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Thoughts from the President 

 
 

 In the last newsletter, an article publicized an important meeting. That meeting was the 
Lake District Management Plan meeting. Its agenda included a presentation of scientific data on 
the sand and algae problems in Lake Eau Claire, what needs to be done about them, and how 
much time we have to get the problems under control. My purpose here is to share with you my 
own personal take on that meeting. 
 First, the meeting was very  
well attended. As chairperson, I introduced Buzz Sorgi from the DNR, Kelly Jacobs who works 
with lakes for Eau Claire County, and Dr. Rod Zika, our resident scientist. Each presented their 
data, studies by the Army Corps of Engineers, and recommendations based on scientific fact. In 
summary, the 2012 Lake Management Plan for our lake has the following objectives: (1) setting 
up two new sand traps upriver and east of our lake to prevent sand from filling up anymore of 
Skid Row and the river channel; (2) building a temporary restraining dam around the sandbar at 
Skid Row so we can divert the river to the north as we shovel  sand and truck it away; (3) 
creating a little pump house on the west end of the lake to flush oxygen into the deep water to 
prevent formation of the deadly blue-green algae blooms the lake has endured; and (4) when 
that is done, to go back upriver and open up the back channels and logjams which in the past 
provided outstanding spawning areas for fish. The best estimate science can give us about Lake 
Eau Claire is since the upriver areas and Skid Row are now clogged with sand, we have only 
about three to five years to use cheap, mechanical dig-and-truck away methods. Mechanical 
digging and hauling based on contractor estimates place the annual cost of maintaining the 
Management Plan at about $45,000 to $50,000 a year. If lake residents do not act within five 
years, the sand will have gone so far past Skid Row the only means to get at it is with hydraulic 
pumpingðand that method is incredibly expensiveðas Lake Altoona residents have learned. 
 But the good news is that Lake Eau Claire is not Lake Altoona. We do not have to spend 
$1.6 million dollars to save our lake. And at the end of the meeting, no one in attendance 
disagreed with what the scientific studies showed. To me, that was the first time I saw real 
agreement among lake residents that we do have an urgent problem. I call that progress! And 
now you know, too. 
So what is next? Again, at the end of the meeting I asked what people wanted done. There was 
agreement we all need to start working together, not fighting. People said they wanted more 
information distributed (like this article), a group of opponents to join together, and a public 
meeting when solutions are reached. To that end, Marlo Orth who supports the Lake District 
petition and Brian Kellett who supports using a referendum or voluntary annual contracts with 
the Lake Association have brought key members together to discuss differences and investigate 
possibilities. That is real progress, too. I told that group I want to investigate alternative funding 
means which could support the funding method which works best. These alternatives could 
include selling the sand we dig, putting an electrical generator on the spillway of the dam and 
selling the electricity, pursuing government grants, and creating a fund to help financially-
stressed property owners. This cooperation can only mean good things for Lake Eau Claireðif 
we can work together in time to use simple, cheap methods to fix the lake. For more information, 
please contact me Fred Poss, at fredposs@gmail.com .  
 

Together we can do great things! 
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Bridge Creek Black Angus 
 

Hormone free, corn fed Black Angus Beef.  
Sold by quarter, half, or full beef. 

 
Contact Kory Berlin County Road V, Augusta, WI call 

715-579-6707 to place your order. 
 

    


